
Dear Parents, 

 

WOW!  What a lovely night we had together, celebrating teachers and raising support for 

Branching Out Educational Consultants.  We could not have done it without you! 

 

 
 

Over 72 teachers from nine different schools were nominated for awards this year.  I sincerely 

hope you will plan to nominate teachers in the future.  Thanks to your nominations, we 

increased our award categories from seven to eight. 

 

Each of the 72 teachers received a page acknowledging them as a “STAR” and identifying 

what areas their admirers nominated them.  Kind comments and stories were shared with the 

teachers, keeping the identities of the parents anonymous.  Through our committee, 26 

teachers were identified as finalists, and eight teachers received awards and a small gift of 

appreciation. 

 

 

Be sure to congratulate the teachers in your community! 

 

Here are the names of the finalists and award recipients in each category: 

 



Award  Finalists Award Recipient 
Creative Star Jennifer Whittaker, Desert Christian School 

Annette Pursley, Faith Community Academy 
Celeste Mims, Family Life Academy 
Cheryl Kramer, Faith Christian Academy 

Celeste Mims, Family Life Academy 

Inspiring Star Sherri Jones, Desert Christian School 
Helena Anderson, Veritas Academy of Tucson 
Sallie Taylor, Faith Community Academy 
Kailene Coffin, Desert Christian School 

Helena Anderson,  
Veritas Academy of Tucson 

Guiding Star Jon Self, Desert Christian High School 
Aaron Jansen, Desert Christian School, K8 
Jessi Robson, Faith Community Academy 
Diane Yeager, Family Life Academy 

Jon Self, Desert Christian High School 

Faithful Servant Star Karen Tvrdy, Desert Christian School 
Lucy Irizarry, Faith Christian Academy 
Sallie Taylor, Faith Community Academy 
Catherine Summerset, Faith Lutheran School 

Sallie Taylor,  
Faith Community Academy 

Shepherding Star Fred Boice, Desert Christian School 
Thad Hardeman, Veritas Acad. of Tucson 
Derek Oliver, First Southern Christian School 
Susie Ackerley, Desert Christian School 

Fred Boice, Desert Christian School 

Peer Leadership Star Rachael Peterson, Desert Christian School 
Dave Jorg, Desert Christian School 
Ray Phillips, Desert Christian School 
Claudia Gross, Desert Christian School 

Dave Jorg, Desert Christian School 

Academic Star Angie Espenson, Desert Christian School 
Maja Quintero, Faith Community Academy 
Celeste Mims, Family Life Academy 
Cheryl Kramer, Faith Christian Academy 

Cheryl Kramer,  
Faith Christian Academy 

All Star (nominated in all 
categories multiple times) 

 Sherri Jones, Desert Christian School 

 

If any parents or school community members would like to help with next year’s program, 

please contact royce@branchingoutconsultants.com.  We can talk about areas of 

assistance and how much your time and effort will make a difference to encourage the 

Christian school teachers in our community. 

 

From my heart to yours – Thank you! 

 
Mrs. Royce Nelsestuen, M.Ed. 

Executive Director 

Branching Out Educational Consultants 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:royce@branchingoutconsultants.com


Additional Information: 
Please Thank and Support the following businesses and individuals that made our event so successful: 

Main Event Sponsor: Abba’s Storehouse Foundation 

Dinner Sponsor:  Arizona Christian School Tuition Organization, Brian and Cherie Murphy 

Teacher Award Sponsors: The Answer Biblical Counseling Center, Institute for Better Education, Aspire Church in 

memory of Tommy Chang 

Table Sponsors: Jansen & Company CPAs, Alta Vista Bible Church, Faith Community Academy 

EEI Lunch Sponsors: Darren & Margaret Smith, Michael Baltazar at Nova Home Loans, Sabina Love at eLearningID 

Sponsors and Gifts in Kind:  Dr. Ken Ross at Logos Christian Academy, Carolyn Burger at First Southern Christian School, 

Terri Reynolds at Happy Trails Christian Preschool, Robert Summerset at Faith Lutheran School, Garland Gist of Garland’s 

Mobile Music, The Petersen Family, Jacob Barr at iRapture (website servicing).  

 

Support our Mission 

Our mission is to provide high quality professional development for Christian school administrators and teachers 

through highly focused workshops, one on one coaching opportunities, and administrative consulting.  By supporting us, 

you are supporting teachers.  Become a monthly partner today, and your monthly gift will be doubled thanks to a 

generous donor - https://secure.egsnetwork.com/donate/D21C5CECE86D459 

 

 

 

 

https://secure.egsnetwork.com/donate/D21C5CECE86D459

